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In our paper entitled “Cystic Fibrosis Airway Epithelia Fail to KillBacteria Because of Abnormal
Airway Surface Fluid” (Smith et al., 1996, Cell 85, 229–236), we reported that fluid collected
from the nasal mucosa of CF patients had a higher Cl2 concentration than that from normal
people (Figure 4). Since publication, we have found that the Cl2 concentration measured in
this way is variable and is influenced by environmental conditions as well as factors that we
have not been able to identify. As a result, we have been unable to consistently reproduce
the data in Figure 4. We regret any inconvenience this may have caused and hope to prevent
needless attempts to reproduce this measurement in other laboratories. This does not detract
from previous reports that the salt concentration of intrapulmonary airway surface fluid is
low in normal humans and increased in CF (Gilljam et al., 1989; Joris et al., 1993). We believe
that our current methods for collecting fluid from the nasal mucosa in vivo do not provide
a reliable reflection of the salt composition on the airway surface. However, all conclusions
and interpretations in our paper remain as originally stated.
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